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I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?   John 11:25-26 
 

 When asked “Who are you?” we will generally tell people our names, which really doesn’t tell the 
asker anything about who we are. I suppose that is often why we ask, “What do you do?” hoping that one’s job 
will give us some kind of description of the person. We would probably be more impressed if the individual 
said, doctor, lawyer, CEO, professor, teacher…. We might not be as impressed if someone said, “Well, I don’t 
have a job right now” because we have little to measure that response against, and we are left still wondering 
who the person just might be. 

What kind of response would we get if we asked the question, “Who are you?” to someone we know 
quite well? What would be the intent of the asker and what would be the response of the one being asked? So, 
I asked my friend, Larry Graves, this question the other day. He looked at me a little puzzled at first but then 
he said, “I am a father, a husband, a grandfather, a hard worker, a Christian.” All of those titles helped explain 
to me more about Larry than just a name and what he did for a job. 

 Larry’s list started out with the words “I AM.” Those two little words are powerful. God chose 
to describe himself with those two little words when Moses basically asked him “Who are you?”  In the New 

Testament there are many “I AM” statements Jesus uses as he describes 
himself to his disciples, to the world, and to us. “I am the light of the 
world; I am the good shepherd; I am the living water; I am the bread of 
life.” These are all I Am statements Jesus uses. So powerful are these two 
little words that when the Pharisees and officials come to arrest Jesus and 
they ask “Are you Jesus?” and Jesus answers, “I Am,” they all faint. But 
just as powerful is the statement from the passage above, “I Am The Res-
urrection and The Life.” Not only is there the ongoing action of the I Am, 
but the implied actions of resurrection and life. 

 These words of Jesus were spoken before his crucifixion to his 
good friend Martha, just before he raised Lazarus. They were words of 
identity, but they were also words of action and promise. The message of 
Easter is that Jesus kept the promise of resurrection and life and because 
he did we have new identities: forgiven, cleansed, children of God, with 
life eternal.      

   Happy Easter!   
       Pastor Kip 
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Remembering Our Shut-Ins 

In Prayer 

 

♦ Lorraine Olson, homebound. 

♦ Ella Faulkner, homebound. 

♦ Pat Buie at Millard Manor. 

♦ Beverly Tompkins at St. Joseph Tower. 

♦ Violet Schoening at Fox Run Assisted Living. 

♦ Vincent and Linda Buxton at Millard Manor. 

♦ Nancy Clatterbuck at Sunridge Village. 

♦ Jim and Vida Crosby at home. 

 

Other Prayer Concerns 

 

Steven Hurlbut who continues his battle with can-
cer.   

 

####### 

   Our prayers go out to the family of Keith John-
son.  Keith passed away on March 25.  The ser-
vice was here at the church on March 28 with 
Pastor Kip officiating. 

 

   Also, we remember Holly Graves and her family 
as they grieve the loss of Holly’s brother Jeff, who 
passed away on March 26th.  His funeral was 
April 1. 

_______________________ 

Dear First Baptist Congregation: 

  Thank you so much for your donation of $480 for the 
Food Bank recently.  The Food Bank distributes food to 
agencies who in turn feed the hungry.   

    It takes a lot of food & organizing to help the 360 
agencies that rely on the Food Bank.  Thank you for 
caring about the needs of others. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Ann Johnson, Hunger Study Coordinator 

_______________ 

Thanks so much for all the pies that were donated to 
the chili/pie auction event on March 29.  We also appre-
ciate the many people who helped to set up, serve and 
clean up for this fun time.  The total from the auction 
was $2,500.00.  Cindy Gladwell 

Moment for  

Missions 
 

Matthew 20:26-28...but whoever wishes to become great among you shall 
be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your 
slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give His life a ransom for many. 

 We can safely say that the Saturday feeding program which is 
now called “Neighbors United” qualifies as a home mission.  When Jesus 
fed the 5000 he didn’t ask who was worthy, He fed them all. 

 Neighbors United feeds between 120 and 150 people every Satur-
day.  We have 11 churches working together to fulfill this need.  We are 
more than just a feeding program.  The volunteers are striving to meet 
many needs such as affordable housing, clothes and toiletry items, and 
most important is fellowship and caring.  One church is even paying for a 
woman’s medicine.  

 We are investigating the possibility of expanding our services to 
include once a month blood pressure screenings and barber services. 

 We will soon be assembling personal toiletry bags.  The follow-
ing items would be greatly appreciated.  The small travel size items work 
the best.  They may be left in the church office. 

   Bar soap, toothpaste/toothbrush, deodorant, combs, wash cloths, 
disposable razors, feminine products, shaving cream, toilet paper 
zip lock bags 
Please keep praying for continued success.  We are so thankful for all our 
wonderful volunteers!!!  

Pam Kulisek, Team Leader  Local and World Missions 

 

 

We surpassed our goal of $1,000 for the America for Christ offering.  
Our total for this offering was: $1,447.40!! Thanks to everyone who gave 

so generously!!! 

 

Work Around 

God’s House 

God sends helpers when needed.  He sent Jason Ferrell when 
the new baptistery stairs needed to be moved from the base-
ment to the baptistery; Elmer Sinner with his “magic” device to 
test a fuse that looked good, but wasn’t good.  Ben Martinez 
who continues to be a good helper in the basement shop.  Jan 
Walden to help write these articles.  Gary Gladwell to help hoist 
the newly repaired and repainted basketball backboard into 
place.  I thank the congregation for supporting me in this posi-
tion.  It is a blessing. 

Larry Graves, Team Leader, Property & Physical Resources 
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Youth NewsYouth NewsYouth NewsYouth News    
 Our youth have experienced a busy 
and yet rewarding month volunteering at the 
Qwest Center, attending the youth retreat at 
the Moses Merrill Camp and Conference Cen-
ter, etc.  

♦ Several of our youth and Youth Director, 
Joe Christensen, traveled to Moses 
Merrill to attend the state wide youth 
retreat March 20 to the 22nd.   

♦ The annual chili dinner and pie auction was 
held on Sunday, March 29 with many of 
our youth setting up and serving at this 
event.  Over $2500 was taken in from the 
pie auction with these proceeds going to 
help other youth  activities and provide 
scholarship aid for youth to attend camp 
this summer.   

♦ On Easter Sunday the young people will 
be preparing and serving a continental 
breakfast starting at 8:30 a.m.  Donations 
toward the breakfast would be appreci-
ated. 

It is time to be thinking about attending 
camp at Moses Merrill this summer.  See the 
2009 camp schedule below.           Joe Christensen 

 

Looking Ahead!!! 

♦ Start planning now to enroll your kids in kids in VBS 
which will be July 6-10th from 6:30pm to 8:00pm.  
“Kingdom of the Son” is this year’s theme. 

♦ Plans are underway for the Carnival.  Watch for infor-
mation on the date and time of this event. 

Cindy Gladwell, Team Leader, Children’s Ministry 

Report from the Ministry of  

Finance and Stewardship 
 As we approach the end of the first quarter of 2009, we have 
much to be thankful for.  Our giving is better than last year, the atten-
dance has been growing, and we have a growing sense of mission 
and purpose.  These items give the entire church a renewed feeling 
of meaning and mission in this location. 

 God is leading us and calling us.  I can see this throughout 
the church.  If you lead me, I will hold your people in my hand.  We 
have asked you to remember the church with enhanced giving.  At 
this point, we are still behind for the year.  I am hopeful that we will 
make up some ground in April.  Please remember the church with 
your Easter offering. 

 I want to thank the many volunteers who gave of their time to 
work at the Qwest Center.  They have made a great contribution to 
the church budget.  We need to make $10,000.00 a year to help bal-
ance the budget.  Another big event is coming up May 2nd and we 
need volunteers to “man” two booths.  The times are 6:30am to 
around 4pm.  Contact Jim Musick if you can help.  Thank you. 

Jim Musick, Team Leader 

 

  

 

 

March 29 was a magnificent Sunday as we wel-
comed into the fellowship of First Baptist eleven 
(11) new members.  Four of the eleven mem-
bers were received by following in the waters of 
baptism.  They are:  Ben Martinez, Scott Rief, 
and Jake White.  Eight were received by transfer 

of church membership.  They are:  Dave Overbey, Renee White, Tim, 
Wendy, Derek and Philip Gilman and Jesse and Kathy Brown.  
Please be sure to introduce yourself to these people when you see 
them on Sunday or at any other church activity.  Invite them out to 
dinner with you or just for dessert and coffee and really get to know 
them.  You will be glad you did. 
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FORWARD IN FAITH… 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT 

 
 

Men’s FishingMen’s FishingMen’s FishingMen’s Fishing    

ExtravaganzaExtravaganzaExtravaganzaExtravaganza 

When:  Saturday May 8  
(Or you may go up on Friday and tent camp) 

Who:  Young and old men (or women) alike 
are welcome to enjoy this time of fellowship. 

Where:  Summit Lake just east of Tekamah 

Questions?:  See Ben Martinez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

OmahaLand AB Women’s Ministries MeetingOmahaLand AB Women’s Ministries MeetingOmahaLand AB Women’s Ministries MeetingOmahaLand AB Women’s Ministries Meeting    

When:  Tuesday, April 21 at 10:30 a.m. 

Where:  Judson Baptist Church 

What: Program, “Destined for God’s Purpose” 

Deanne Caughey, Speaker 

Lunch following the program.  Cost is  $3.50 
 

Call Jane at 331-1110 for reservations for lunch by April 20. 

 


