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I love that song from the musical Porgy and Bess that says, “Summertime and the livin’ is
easy.” It makes me think about sitting underneath a shady tree by the river on a hot afternoon, or by
a lake, or on top of a mountain with a breath-taking vista. Summertime is typically a time of rest, of
getting away from it all, of finding a time when you can take a breath. For many, summertime is the
time for vacations, cook outs, picnics, camping, in short, finding time to rest and relax.

In the passage from Hebrews we find that God built into his creation the need for this kind of
rest. In the gospels we find Jesus often getting away from it all especially after he has expended
both physical and emotional energy. | wonder if we ever visualize Jesus on vacation.

| love the story found in Mark 7:24-31. Jesus has just fed the 5,000, walked on water to save

the disciples busy rowing in their boat, healed the sick in Gennessaret, and confronted the Phari-
sees. After all of that it says that Jesus went to Tyre, a port city on the Mediterranean Sea. It says in

verse 24, “He entered a house and did not want anyone to
- know he was there.” Of course not! He decided to take a short
vacation. | can see him there on the beach with his feet in the
= sand, enjoying a warm breeze and a sunset over the blue-
green Mediterranean. But, as it would go there was someone
who recognized him and after performing a miracle for the
woman, the scripture goes on to say in verse 31, “...he re-
turned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon to-
wards the Sea of Galilee.” The map shows that Sidon was
also a port city on the Mediterranean, and north of Tyre. It was
further away from the Sea of Galilee, not closer. Apparently it
was there that Jesus finally escaped recognition, and was
able to spend some time relaxing before returning to the de-
mands of his ministry.

God never meant for us to be workaholics. When he
created the world he built in a time of rest. Jesus took it seri-
ously and so should we. As you are preparing your times of
# rest and relaxation this summer, it is my prayer that God
would refresh you, re-vitalize you, watch over you, and bring
you back with new energy on your walk of faith!

Happy Vacationing! Happy Summer!




THANK YOU NOTES!!
To Our Church Family,

Thank you for your memorial gifts to our
church, for your cards, flowers and phone calls. Most of
all, your prayers for Keith, and his family. We thank
Pastor Kip for helping us through this trying time. To all
who helped with the refreshments after the service, we
thank you.

We know God will help us through the loss of
our loved one,

Elaine Johnson, Sandy, Ken and Grandchildren
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| want to thank Pastor Kip and the congrega-
tion for all your prayers, cards of encouragement and all
the phone calls regarding Sandy’s iliness.

God called her home on Sunday morning April
19th after a long battle with bacterial meningitis.

The funeral for Sandy was held in Lincoln on
Saturday April 25th. The family and | will miss Sandy.
Bless you, Elmer Sinner

*kkkkkkk

Our May 17 Bake Sale was a huge success.
This was due to your contributions and purchases. We
more than made our goal of $220.00 for the American
Baptist Mission in El Salvador. Thank you so much.
Rebecca-Ruth Circle
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ongratulations to Pam Thompson for receiving two
awards from the Red Cross where she has volunteered
for over five years. The awards were presented at
Rosenblatt Stadium on May 8.
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Upcoming Events

June 28- All church picnic at Hanscom
Park from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.

July 6-10 - Dates for VBS. Time is from
6:00pm to 8:00pm.

August 7- 8 , AB Nebraska Men’s Retreat at
Moses Merrill Camp and Conference Center.
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Dear Friends,

We're going on a treasure
hunt!

We won't be digging holes
around the church searching for
buried gold, though. Instead, we're
searching for God’s treasure.

Scripture provides the map.
For God, we are treasure: “You are
children of the Lord your God. ... It
is you the Lord has chosen ... to be his people, his treasured pos-
session” (Deuteronomy 14:1-2). Although those words were spo-
ken long ago to people in another part of the world, Galatians
3:26 assures us that we are included, too: “For in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith.”

One of the gifts of being God’s children is that sometimes
we are called to be “treasure tenders” for God. We tend God’s
treasure here in our congregation with the love and care we show
each other through special meals, visiting the sick and shut-in,
teaching Christian discipleship, and praying for each other. We
are also invited to tend God’s treasures beyond our congregation
by participating in One Great Hour of Sharing.

Life can be tough at times. Hurricanes, earthquakes, cy-
clones, and tsunamis destroy communities. Wars and ethnic con-
flicts shatter the very foundations of life, shoving people out of
their homes and transforming them into frightened refugees. Per-
sistent hunger, drought, poverty, lack of education, and illness
shrivel the life and dry the spirit, leaving individuals to crumble
from the inside out.

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we care for God’s
treasures. By sharing some of our earthly treasure—our money,
our time, our energy—aid is sent when disaster strikes. Refugees
receive help in the long term as they rebuild their lives. People
receive education, health care, tools, seeds, and resources to
improve their communities.

And the sharing is mutual. When we care for people, we
can be transformed by experiencing the presence of God. Seeing
what others have lost, we are reminded what matters most in life.
Seeing what others live through, we are inspired to live coura-
geously. Seeing that new life is possible, our hope rises. Working
with others, we realize that God reaches out to all of us. Relying
on God for the outcome, our faith increases.

First Timothy 6:18-19a exhorts us “to do good, to be rich
in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up ...
the treasure of a good foundation for the future.” Our treasure is
doing God’s will, loving God, and loving God'’s treasured people,
so we all “may take hold of the life that really is life” (1 Timothy
6:19b). Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also” (Matthew 6:21). May you find your treasure, and your
heart, by sharing resources and changing lives with a generous
gift to One Great Hour of Sharing.

Pam Kulisek, Team Leader

Ministry of Local and World Missions



New In The
Church Library
For Younger Children:

Easter Parade (stories for all: from bunnies to Palm
Sunday) by Steve Engelhart

Hannah & Hickory (value tales from the Land of
Barely There) by Stephen Coxgrove

Maximus Goes On a Holiday by Brian Ogden

Maximus Has a Bad Day by Brian Ogden

Shadow Chaser_(value tales from the Land of Barely
There) by Stephen Coxgrove

The Beginner’s Bible Question & Answer Book by
Mack Thomas

The Berenstain Bears Get the Gimmies by Stan &
Jan Berenstain

For Older Children:
E-Mail from God for Kids by Claire & Andy Cloninger

Jungle Doctor's Fables by Paul White
Ladder of Angels by Madeleine L'Engle
One-Minute Jewish Stories by Shari Lewis
One Wintry Night by Ruth Bell Graham

The Tale of Three Trees (a traditional folktale by An-
gela Elwell Hunt

For Teens

The Book of Virtues for Young People by William J.
Bennett

ues. The hallway has been painted and corner
protectors applied. A hard to find ballast was re-
placed in the choir room. The baptistery changing

Work in the choir/baptistery area contin- “ /
rooms were freshened up and carpet installed.

The compressor attached to the boiler is
being reconditioned in hopes of having it run less
often and more quietly. The neon sign on the roof
is also being worked on.

In the service of God,
Larry Graves, Team Leader

Ministry Property and Physical Resources
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WHAT? ALL church picnic
WHEN? Sunday, June 28
From NOON
until 4pm
WHERE? Hanscom Park
FOOD designations
A—I salads
J—Q chips
R—z desserts

Hotdogs, hamburgers and drinks will be furnished!
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/Rememberinq Our Shut-lnA

In Prayer

Lorraine Olson, homebound.
Ella Faulkner, homebound.
Pat Buie at Millard Manor.

Beverly Tompkins at St. Joseph
Tower.

Violet Schoening at Fox Run As-
sisted Living.

Vincent and Linda Buxton at Millard
Manor.

Nancy Clatterbuck at Sunridge Vil-
lage.

k]im and Vida Crosby at home. /

If you have any questions contact Michelle Wing at
934-9459.




