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Just A Thought....
by Pastor Kip

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even
the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. Matthew 10:29

These last two months, | must admit, have been hard months for me. The kidney stone which landed
me in the hospital also afforded the doctors and nurses the opportunity to discover diabetes. Neither of
these two things are any worse than what others have had to go through, but they were still life changing
events for me.

They told me that | had to get exercise and so the very next weekend as Max and | were returning
from a walk, an SUV of some sort ran over my foot. I'm thankful | had tennis shoes on which provided the
cushion so that no bones were broken.

Several weeks later the news came that my friend Amy Clark from Rapid City, SD had lost her battle
with cancer. | drove out to the funeral to be able to spend time with Bennett, her husband, who had lots of
hard questions.

Now, as | write this | am in the process of moving out of my apartment. There are boxes and piles all
over the place and it's driving me crazy. | hate moving, but at the same time | am looking forward to it. It's
just that with all of these things put together, and with the hospital bills, moving bills, connection bills, pre-
scription bills, storage unit bill, moving truck bill, expense of driving and staying in Rapid City for the funeral,
| can’t help but succumb to the fear of that feeling of going under. iy ;

Yesterday morning, as | was at home not feeling well, wonder- g
ing what was going on in my body now, thinking about all of these
things, worrying about all of the stuff, | opened my Bible to this pas-
sage from Matthew 10. The heading caught my eye:

It was as if God were giving me this promise personally. “Do not be
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.”

Later in the day as | was looking out my window an all white
pigeon landed on the windowsill. It was almost like another word from
the Lord. It was as if he were saying, “Remember, if | am aware of this
bird, | am aware of you and your life, so do not be afraid.” What a
blessing it is to know that whatever we are going through we are in
God'’s hands, we are precious in his sight, and with him there are no
such things as surprises. With God we do not have to succumb to fear , .~ 8
but we can rest in his perfect love which casts out all fear, and even- &

o
tually we will be able to rise up on wings like eagles and fly above it all g2 i
when we learn to wait upon the Lord.
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Prayer Concerns

Remembering Our Homebound

*  Lorraine Olson

*  Ella Faulkner

*  Pat Buie

*  Beverly Tompkins

* Vincent and Linda Buxton
*  Nancy Clatterbuck

* Jim and Vida Crosby

Remember, also, the men and women serving in
the armed forces at home and abroad.

Special prayer request for former member, Pauline
Riley who had heart surgery on September 2. If
you wish to send a card her address is: 2825 S.
Halstead, #213, Chicago, IL 60608.

n ks g ' The women's ministry
Tha expresses their thanks to
all who came out to the ice-cream so-
cial, August 16. It was a FUN night, we re-
ceived MANY donations for the shoebox pro-
ject and several folk went home with a great
prize. We will continue to collect small toys,
toiletries, small stuffed animals, pencils,
erasers, etc. for the "Operation Christmas
Child" shoebox project through the month of
October. Reminder: please include $7.00 per
shoebox you fill. The $7.00 is the cost to
ship it. We have about $125 toward mailing
to date. It is our goal to send at least 100
boxes this year and I think we can do it!l!

Missing Books

ATTENTION PARENTS:
Several children’s books are
missing from the church library
and have not been checked out.
If your child brought a book
home from church, please
check to see if it is on the list
below and sign and return the
check-out card on the inside cover to the church library.

Missing Children’s Books:

. by Meryl Doney
. by Ethel L. Smither

e Mine! (A Sesame Book about sharing) by Linda Hay-
ward

e Noah’s Ark and the Lost World by John D. Morris

e Poetry for Young People by Robert Louis Stevenson
e Steps To Jesus by L. J. Sattgast

e The Boy Who Gave His Lunch Away by Dave Hill

e The Case of the Cat’'s Meow, by Crosby Bonsal

e The Story of the Lost Sheep by Alice Joyce Davidson
e The Tower of Babel by Alice Joyce Davidson

e Tree Forts and Trumpets by Ann Hibbard

Children’s Video Missing: ! b
# $ % &*

Our library operates on a self-serve basis. To
check out a book, remove the card inside the cover, sign
your name and date and put it in the yellow container lo-
cated on the secretary desk in the library. Books may be
checked out for one month and videos for a week. A date
due form is available for you to put in the book, just write
the date due on it. Any questions, see or call Jean Weaver,
334-0731.

Time to get “plugged into” our

Power Source at Electric Wednesdays

Start Date: Wednesday, September 16
6:15pm —Dinner for everyone
6:30—Bell choir rehearsal

6:45—Electric Wednesdays activities begin
7:00—Bible studies

7:45—Choir rehearsal
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Electric Wednesdays
Needs You !!

Electric Wednesdays is launching September 16, and
WE NEED YOU!l We need kitchen workers, clean- up
staff, nursery staff, team lead- :
ers to transport children’s
classes from one location to
another, Bible time teachers,
and registration/welcome sec-
retaries. Please call Georgia
Soucie at 334-8254
IMMEDIATELY!

Bell Choir Can Use

New Volunteers

Have you ever had a desire to “ring those bells”.
The hand bell choir will begin rehearsing on Wednesday,
September 16 starting at 6:30pm. You don’t have to have
past experience as a bell ringer just a desire to learn.
Come and have a great time.

The adult choir is always looking for new folk
who have the desire to offer their singing talent to the
Lord on Sunday mornings. If you wish to be involved in
the choir, rehearsals will resume Wednesday, Septem-
ber 16 starting at 7:45. Jim and Karla can always use
new choir members, so you are more than welcome to
Join us.

=
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We greatly appreciated our friends of the Karen Church
for participating in our worship service this past Sunday.
Itis such a joy to listen to their music, the prayers in their
language and especially the fellowship with them follow-
ing church. We look forward to a combined worship ser-
vice every month that has five Sundays.

WORK AROUND
GOD’S HOUSE

I am so blessed to have willing helpers. Many
thanks to Phyllis for the calls she makes and
other miscellaneous requests. Ben Martinez,
Gary & Wil Gladwell have helped with many pro-

jects. And a newcomer to the
/ﬂ)

crew, Michael NgoyiMinko,
was a big help trimming the
trees in front of the church.
Other tasks that have been
completed to date:

e Choir rehearsal room fin-
ished

e The baptistry stairs, hall-
way to baptistery, chang-
ing rooms, wedding store
room & pastor’'s room have all been painted
and new carpet placed in these areas as well.

o Parts are on order for the elevator and it
should be in good running order by the 2nd
week of September.

e Chair samples are being reviewed so that we
can make a decision on which chairs to pur-
chase for the chapel.

In God’s Service,
Larry Graves,

Team Leader of Property and Resources

Rebecca-Ruth Circle will resume
meeting again starting Wednesday, Septem-
ber 16 in the Parlor at 1:00 p.m. All church
women are encouraged to join us. Jan Wal-
den will be the hostess. We will plan our mis-
sion schedule for the coming year. Please join
us for devotion, mission planning, and fellow-
ship.
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421 Park Avenue

Omaha, NE 68131

Phone: 402-345-5009
Fax: 402-933-2020

We’re On The Web!!
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Forward in [aith
Empowerecl bg the SPirit

The COLUMNS (USPS 124-740) is pub-
lished monthly. Postmaster, send ad-
dress corrections to First Baptist Church,
421 Park Avenue, Omaha, NE 68131

It's Time For A
Carnival

WHEN: Sunday, September 13
4:00 pm to 6 pm

WHERE: FBC Parking lot

WHAT: Food, games, a clown, etc.

EVERYONE IS INVITED!
Help us “kickoff"

“Electric Wednesdays”

Birthdays
2 Ethel Basile

8 Gerald Kubiak; Janice Stober

14 Jennifer Cleveland

15 Bruce Carlson
16 Rus Weaver; Cindy Gladwell

17 Wil Thies; Doris Clark; Jan
Kottich

20 Velta Henson

21 Inez Edwards

Anniversaries

15 Kevin & Alvadine Gilliland
28 Jim & Pat Fitl




