
 

 

Just A Thought…Just A Thought…Just A Thought…Just A Thought…    

    by Pastor Kipby Pastor Kipby Pastor Kipby Pastor Kip  

“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.   If you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal 
life from the Spirit.  So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.  
So, then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of 
faith.” Galatians 6:7-10 

 October marks the time of harvest.  It always carries with it wonderful memories of growing up on the 
farm.  All spring and summer we worked, plowing, planting, cultivating.  We watched as the green plants 
started to grow out of the soil.  We held our breath when reports of bad weather came our way.  We looked 
to the skies when we needed just the right amount of rain at the right time.  And when all had been done that 
we we could do, we waited to see what the harvest would produce.  Had we not put in all the work—
watching, the waiting, the tending, and the praying —and had we not been faithful to do what we needed to 
do we couldn’t expect any kind of harvest.  But, at the end of the 
season in October, as the crops turned brown in the fields, we 
would walk out to inspect the grain that stood waiting for the har-
vesters.  In our little country church prayers of thanks would be 
offered Sunday after Sunday for the good harvest. 

 From my new digs I can walk just a few blocks away and at 
the top of the hill I can see fields of corn waiting to be harvested, 
and as I stand there facing west, watching the sunset and seeing 
those fields, I am reminded of the past, but I am also reminded of 
the future and these words of Paul to the Galatians.  “You reap 
whatever you sow.  If you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal 
life from the Spirit.” 

 Paul doesn’t just leave us with that.  He goes on to say 
what sowing to the Spirit entails, and while it may entail a lot more 
than this it certainly includes these: 

 1. Not growing weary 

 2. Doing what is right 

 3. Not giving up 

 4. Working for the good of all 

 What good advice for our spiritual lives.  At first glance it sounds so simple, but when you really stop 
to consider the implications of those four tasks you start to see that they aren’t as simple as they look.  But, 
as Christians who have been commissioned to go into all the world, these are four important qualities we 
must have if we are to be laborers in the fields white unto harvest. 

 Paul includes one other thing with the last point.  He says “...let us work for the good of all, and espe-
cially for those of the family of faith.”  In our efforts to reach out to those around us we are never to forget the 
family of which we are a part.  I would like to thank this congregation for their help, their love, and their sup-
port personally, and for this family here at Park Avenue and Harney.  God bless you. 
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Remembering Our Homebound 

∗ Lorraine Olson 

∗ Ella Faulkner 

∗ Pat Buie 

∗ Beverly Tompkins 

∗ Vincent and Linda Buxton 

∗ Nancy Clatterbuck 

∗ Jim and Vida Crosby 

 

Remember, also, the men and women serving in 
the armed forces at home and abroad. 

*********** 

  

 Our deepest sympathy and our prayers are 
extended to the family of Elaine Marsh.  Elaine 
passed away on September 13.  The funeral was 
on September 15 at Heafey, Heafey Funeral Home 
with Pastor Kip officiating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Did You Know First Baptist celebrated one 
year of hosting the Neighbors United Feeding program 
during the month of September?  And did you also know 
over 250 meals are now being served every Saturday?  
Now that is a praise!  We continue to be thankful to all 
the volunteers who give of their time to prepare and 
serve the meals and then clean up afterward.   

Donations of tooth brushes, toothpaste, deodorant, hand 
soap, toilet paper, and other toiletry items are needed.  
There is also a need for socks (white crew ) for men, 
women , and children.  You can bring those items to the 
church and either leave in the dining room or give to Sue 
Endicott or Phyllis Porter.  THANKS!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Many thanks to everyone who 
helped with the “Carnival” which was held Sunday, 
September 13.  The event was well attended and 
it was the big “kickoff” for our Electric Wednes-
days program which started September 16.  Spe-
cial thanks to Gary and Cindy Gladwell and Terry 
and Stacy Friis who organized the event.  A lot of 
work went into planning this fun experience. 

Thanks to  those who took 
part in the “River City Roundup 
Parade” on September 26..  
Many of the participants 
walked the mile long parade 
and others rode on the trailer 

provided by the Reed family.  Candy, brochures 
with information about our church and its pro-
grams and other items were handed out to those 
watching the parade.  Kudos to Gary Gladwell 
who organized this event. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Oct. 2—3—ABW Nebraska Conference at MMCCC 

Oct. 3—Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 8:30am 

Oct. 18—Dan Buttrey, Global Consultant for ABC 
International Ministries to speak at morning worship. 

Oct. 18—FBC Quarterly Business Meeting 

Oct. 20—OmahaLand ABW Quarterly meeting at 
First Baptist, 10:00am. 

Oct. 21—FBC ABW monthly meeting at 1:00 pm. 

Oct. 31—FBC to serve the Neighbors United Com-
munity  

The next Quarterly Business Meeting and 
Potluck will be October 18 immediately fol-
lowing the worship service. Food designa-
tions are as follows: 

     A—H     side dishes 

     I—R       desserts 

     S—Z    main dish 
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WORK AROUND  

GOD’S HOUSE 

 

∗ Have you noticed the lounge 
looks brighter and the musty smell 
is gone?  Some plastering, painting 
and paneling were done to eliminate 
the leaking and the odor in that 
room. 

∗ Window wells around the 
church have been cleaned out. It 
was a bit of an archeological dig. 

∗ Some dirt work was done in 
front of the church to try and solve a 
new leak in the tunnel.  Rain will tell 
if that project was successful. 

Many thanks to Ben Martinez and Micheal MgoyMinko for 
their time and effort. 

In God’s Service,  Larry Graves, Team Leader, Property 
and Resources 
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OmahaLand 

American Baptist Women’s Ministry 
Quarterly Meeting 

 

October 20, 2009 

10:30am—program 
 

“Glimpses of Women in Our Past” 
 

First Baptist Church 

421 Park Avenue 
 

Our church will furnish lunch! 

$3.50 per person 
 

Reservations need to be made by  

October 19.  Call the church office: 345-5009 or Jan 

Walden, 558-5369 

 

“Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox Project” 
Reminder:  We encourage you to continue to 
collect items for the shoebox project.  Items 
that we are in need of the most are as follows: 

♦ Small toys such as stuffed animals, yo-yos, 
and coloring books, etc. 

♦ Toiletry  items such as bars of hand soap, 
wash cloths, toothbrushes, tooth paste, etc. 

♦ Bigger items such as large markers, books for 
ages 2-14, hand towels, flashlights with batter-
ies, battery operated toys. 

ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW 

 

Please enclose a check made out to Samaritan’s 
Purse for $7.00 to cover shipping charges.  On the 

memo line put Shoebox Project.  Thanks! 

 



 

We’re On The Web!! 
www.omahafbc.org 

Listen to sermons, read the 
newsletter, check the calendar 

for upcoming events, etc. 

The COLUMNS (USPS 124-740) is pub-
lished monthly.  Postmaster, send ad-
dress corrections to First Baptist Church, 
421 Park Avenue, Omaha, NE 68131 

October BirthdaysOctober BirthdaysOctober BirthdaysOctober Birthdays  
  
1—Chuck Hayes   27—Lynne Chesire, Terry Schoening 

2—Christine Ferrell 

4—Elaine Stober   October AnniversariesOctober AnniversariesOctober AnniversariesOctober Anniversaries 
5—Diane Christensen   8—Linda and Vincent Buxton 

8—Fred Walden               15—Gary and Cindy Gladwell 

9—Joe Christensen   20—Robert and Betty Hammang 

10—Carilee Sutton 

12—Jerika Shelton, Kate Stober 

13—John Cleveland, Charlene Howard 

14—Michelle Wing 

16—Betty Vaught 

19—Rick Kottich, Derek Gilman 

20—Pat Dahmer 

23—Vicki  Bishop, Jimmy Fitl 

     Forward in Faith 

        Empowered by the Spirit 

 

First Baptist Church 

421 Park Avenue 

Omaha, NE  68131 

Phone: 402-345-5009 
Fax: 402-933-2020 

 


